The people had every right to ventilate their grievances
against corrupt members of the services.
MINORITIES IN EASTERN PAKISTAN
Some people had come to see him from Eastern
Pakistan. A large number of Hindus were leaving East
Bengal. The friends sought Gandhiji's advice in the
matter. He could but repeat what he had said often
enough. It was unbecoming for brave men and women
to be bullied out of their homes. They should stay there
and face death rather than dishonour or loss of self-
respect. They should fear none but God. They should
defend their religion, their honour and their citizens'
rights with their lives. If they did not have that courage
it was far better for them to go away. If they decided to
leave East Bengal, it was the duty of the upper class
Hindus such as doctors, lawyers, merchants etc. to see
that the poor scheduled castes and others went first.
They should be the last and not the first to leave. He
could not be in every place at the same time. But he
could make his voice reach them all. He was also asked
to appeal to Dr. Ambedkar to tell the scheduled castes
to die for their religion and honour. He gladly did so
through the meeting.
The friends also asked him to tell Suhrawardy-
saheb to go to Bengal and help Khwajasaheb in the
difficult task before him. Suhrawardysaheb was not
in Delhi. But he (the speaker) had no doubt that he
(Suhrawardysaheb) would go to Bengal on his return.
The Muslim leaders in East Bengal had to produce
conditions which would inspire the minority community
with confidence. It was in the interests of all concerned
to work for peace. If Pakistan would be a purely Muslim
State and the Indian Union a purely Hindu and Sikh
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